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COVID-19: Advisory for Anglican Churches 
(Clergy, Deaconesses and Church Leadership) 

 

Introduction 
 
1. Last night, Minister for Health Gan Kim Yong met with the heads of churches after 

the recent emergence of COVID-19 infections associated with churches. 
 
2. This Advisory will share a number of relevant points from the meeting and how 

churches can take appropriate measures in response. 
 

Present Outlook 
 
3. Minister Gan reiterated that the DORSCON status remains as Orange, and the 

authorities have no plans to raise the status to Red. 

3.1. There is no need to cancel church services altogether. There are churches that 
may have for their own reasons canceled their services, but it does not mean 
that all churches need to do so. 

 
4. It may take at least 3 months for a de-escalation of the DORSCON status.  

4.1. Churches should adopt sustainable measures that will allow them to continue 
their essential activities throughout this period. The following are some 
precautionary measures that churches should adopt. 

 

Take All Necessary Precautions 
 
5. In the presentation by the Ministry of Health team, it was stated that “COVID-19 is 

a virus that is transmitted by (1) droplets (by coughing and sneezing), close contact 
with an infected person; or (2) touching an object or surface with the virus on it, 
then touching your eyes, nose or mouth.” 

5.1. Teach our members that it is socially responsible to stay home and rest without 
guilt when they are even mildly unwell. 

5.2. Implement holistic pre-service screening procedures comprising temperature 
taking, health and contact declaration (for health risk assessment purpose, not 
just for filing), attendance and contact information (for contact tracing 
purposes). 
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5.3. Be alert for people who declare themselves or look visibly unwell with 
respiratory symptoms such as coughing, sneezing, runny nose, shortness of 
breath and flu-like symptoms, with or without fever. Even if these symptoms are 
mild, they should be advised to rest at home and seek medical treatment if 
necessary. 

5.4. Reconsider church practices where many people touch the same objects, such as 
hymnals, offering bags, communion cups, etc.  

5.5. Intensify disinfection of high contact surfaces such as door knobs, hand rails, lift 
buttons, communion rails, children’s toys, books and furniture, etc. 

5.6. Promote non-touch greeting gestures. 

5.7. Consider reducing the number of people gathering in a given space, by offering 
more service timings and multiple venues. Fewer people per gathering means 
less contact, easier contact tracing and fewer people affected in the event of a 
case being associated with the gathering.  

5.8. The Diocese is developing guidelines and resources for situations where weekly 
services could be held in small group settings. 

5.9. Worshippers should be encouraged to remain within the same service group and 
avoid cross-mingling. For larger sanctuaries, consider colour zoning the seats, 
with members noting their zone colour (to facilitate contact tracing). 

 
6. The most effective preventive measure is to practice good personal hygiene and 

exercise care for one another by staying away from others when one is even mildly 
unwell.  

6.1. Encourage frequent and thorough hand washing with soap and water. Hand 
sanitizers with at least 60 percent alcohol may be used when washing is not 
possible, but it is only effective when carried out properly and thoroughly. 1 
Provide washing facilities and hand sanitizers for members’ use.  

6.2. Encourage members to avoid touching their faces. 

6.3. Practise coughing or sneezing into tissue paper and throwing it away 
immediately. 

6.4. Masks should be worn by those who are unwell to contain respiratory fluids 
emitted while coughing or sneezing. 

 
7. MOH has authorized General Practitioners (GPs) to issue Medical Certificates (MCs) 

for up to 5 days for people with flu-like symptoms to fully recover before going 
back to work or to life in the community. 

7.1. Members and staff should stay at home when unwell until all symptoms are 
cleared. Churches can consider supporting unwell members who lack care, by 
providing meal delivery, logistical support, etc, until they recover. 

 

  

 
1 Proper hand washing and sanitization techniques can be found here. https://www.healthhub.sg/live-
healthy/471/keepyourhandsclean  

https://www.healthhub.sg/live-healthy/471/keepyourhandsclean
https://www.healthhub.sg/live-healthy/471/keepyourhandsclean
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Cases Associated with Churches 
 
8. Though community transmission is currently not widespread, we should be 

prepared that there might be cases associated with our churches. MOH advised that: 
(a) the affected church may need to close its premises for cleaning and disinfection, 
(b) Quarantine Orders will be served to people who are assessed to have had close 
contact with the confirmed case while he/she was already experiencing symptoms, 
(c) non-quarantined church members will be advised to monitor their own health, 
(d) The church can re-open once cleaning is done.  

8.1. Churches should put in place as soon as possible appropriate Ministry Continuity 
Plans so that core ministries can continue functioning even if key personnel such 
as the clergy, leaders and administrators are hospitalized or quarantined. 
Reducing non-essential face-to-face meetings between key personnel minimizes 
the risk of many being affected at the same time. 

8.2. Churches should update their contact trees to keep their parishioners informed. 
They should also establish a clear decision-making process as well as a 
communications protocol for both internal and external audiences. 

8.3. Church should inform the Diocese as soon as they know they are affected. They 
should follow the instructions given by the Ministry of Health, advise their 
members and update the Diocese accordingly.  

 

A Pastoral Exhortation from Diocesan Leaders 
 
9. As church leaders, let us encourage our parishioners to follow the Lord’s 

commandment to “love your neighbour as yourself” and extend care and help to all 
who are in need, regardless of social boundaries. 

9.1. This includes a commitment not to behave in any way that discriminates against 
Chinese nationals at this difficult time.  

9.2. Show appreciation and support for healthcare workers who are working very 
hard to care for the sick and restore public health. 

9.3. Be sensitive and reach out to persons who are in need at this time of adversity. 
Some may be elderly staying on their own without much social support. Others 
could be in a state of fear or need help in caring for a loved one who is 
quarantined. Foreign workers with limited income but needing to see a doctor 
may need financial assistance. 

9.4. Let us remember these groups in our public and private prayers and ask God for 
meaningful ways to show that we care. 

 
10. The Scriptures encourage us to trust in God, take the necessary precautions and step 

forward to meet our neighbour’s need with the love of Christ. May the Lord be our 
confidence, our wisdom and our glory! 

 
Right Rev Rennis Ponniah 
Bishop of Singapore 
Together with Senior Clergy Team 


